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Celebrating

Juneteenth

Students across the district
marked Juneteenth by taking part
in a variety of learning activities.
At the elementary school,
students donned their school’s
colors as they participated in a unity
run. Each grade took turns running
around the school building.
They also engaged in classroom
discussions about the meaning of
Juneteenth.
Intermediate school students
strolled through a Juneteenth
gallery during their social studies
classes. The silent walk included
stations where the students could
scan QR codes to watch videos
about Juneteenth and famous
African Americans. They heard
more about slavery and listened to
speeches by American abolitionist
Frederick Douglass. They also
learned about African American
inventor George Washington Carver
and delved deeper into African
American culture by listening to a
variety of songs and musical pieces,
viewing artwork and learning about
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different foods and other
cultural aspects.
During the high
school’s Juneteenth
program, students took
part in a virtual panel
discussion with Dr. James
Banks, chair of the Town
of Southampton Anti-Bias
Task Force and member of
the Southampton African
American Museum (SAAM)
board; Brenda Simmons,
co-founder/executive director
of SAAM; Nancy StevensSmith, member of the SAAM
board; and Sean Zay, social
studies department chair at
Southampton High School.
They also watched a video on
the signiﬁcance of Juneteenth
and listened to the Maya
Angelou poem “Equality.” The
informative program ended
with a discussion among
students about how they can
make a difference within their
community.

s
t
h
ig
L
t
h
ig
N
y
a
Frid

S

SPOTLIGHT ON THE
CLASS OF 2021
The members of Southampton High
School’s Class of 2021 were presented
with their diplomas during the district’s
128th annual commencement exercises
on the evening of June 25.
The outdoor ceremony began with
the high school’s senior choral groups
performing the national anthem.
Speakers then took the podium to offer
congratulations and words of wisdom.
Remarking on the challenges created
by COVID-19, Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Nicholas Dyno said, “You
stuck together and persevered, and
you are most certainly on the rise.”
He added, “Thank you for giving us a
reason to get out of bed every day. Your
resilience inspired our determination.”
Addressing their peers were twin

sisters Elizabeth Gluck and Jacqueline
Gluck, who represented the summa
cum laude graduates. They spoke about
rising above the challenges faced over
the past year.
“We rose and are still rising above
every wave,” Elizabeth said. “If there
is one thing we learned, it is that the
only thing we can predict is that the
unpredictable is bound to happen.”
Also speaking on behalf of the
student body were seniors Patricia Coo
and Hannah Reyes, who discussed
their journeys to graduation. “Our
lives wouldn’t be the same without
meeting each other and sharing our
experiences,” Hannah said.
Prior to the presentation of diplomas
to the 150 graduates, seniors Cooper

Brindle, Sebastian Frowein and Kiera
Gill noted the achievements of their
class. Among them, 18 students
graduated with honors, 20 graduated
with high honors and 26 graduated
with highest honors; 47 graduates
were members of the National Honor
Society; one-third of the class took
Advanced Placement courses; 16
graduates earned a seal of biliteracy;
127 graduates will continue their
education at colleges and universities;
and ﬁve graduates are entering the
armed forces.
Following the conferral of diplomas,
the ceremony culminated with a
performance by the high school chorus
and a video presentation of Class of
2021 memories.
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