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Preparing for Careers
As part of the district’s vision, the Board of 

Education and administration are committed 
to providing a comprehensive education for 
its students by instilling knowledge, values 
and skills. In fact, one of the Board’s core 
beliefs is “every child has special gifts that 
should be cultivated,” and in Southampton, 
it is understood that there are multiple paths 
to future success.

In this edition of the Anchor, we focus on 
career preparation at the intermediate school. 
A specific spotlight is placed on hands-on 
learning within the technology education and 
family and consumer science courses, how 
the counseling office plays an integral part in 
navigating future success, and how the district 
is working to close the achievement gap. 

When students enter the intermediate 
school in fifth grade, they quickly discover 
that the next four years are not only about 
focusing on the academic curriculum, but 
also about exploring their possibilities for 
the future. Throughout their time at the 
intermediate school, students are presented 
with several opportunities to explore various 
areas of interest that will eventually lead them 

on a path to graduation and a career.
“We recognize the importance of preparing 

our students not only with skills needed to 
succeed academically, but also with the tools 
necessary to become productive members of 
our global society,” said Intermediate School 
Principal Dr. Timothy Frazier. “We pride 
ourselves on providing our students with 
opportunities to learn how to create a budget 
and balance a checkbook, cook themselves a 
healthy meal and safely utilize hand tools.”

Turn the page for a look inside how the 
intermediate school is preparing students for 
life beyond Southampton Public Schools. 



Technology Education
Technology education, historically 

evolved from industrial arts, is offered 
every day for a full year in the seventh 
grade. Taught by Jim Nolan, it is a 
hands-on study of the human-made world 
– from a pencil to a computer. Students 
use an assortment of tools, materials and 
methods to solve technological problems 
and construct a variety of projects. 

In New York, there are seven main units 
of study within technology education: 
history and evolution of technology; 
tools, resources and tech processes; 
engineering design; technological systems; 
computer systems; management of 
technology; and impacts of technology. 
Technology education uses concepts of 
science, mathematics, social science and 
language arts in a hands-on, systems-based 
approach to problem-solving that guides 
students in the understanding, design 
and development of systems, devices and 
products to serve human needs and wants. 

In class, students work with a variety 
of hand tools, including a drill press, 
handsaw and drum sanders. Some of the 
projects the seventh-graders are responsible 
for are building a CO2 dragster, reviewing 
architectural designs of a home and 
learning about home wiring.

“When students conclude their time 
in my class, it is my hope that they have 
confidence in designing, engineering, 
taking on projects around the home and 
pursuing careers that are hands-on,” said 
Mr. Nolan. 

Guiding the Way
Students and their parents have 

access to the computer-based Naviance 
for Middle School program. According 
to its website, Naviance “helps districts 
and schools align student strengths and 
interests to postsecondary goals, improving 
student outcomes and connecting learning 
to life.” Naviance for Middle School helps 
students discover “their strengths and 
interests, and see how they can help them 
reach their goals. It also enables individual 
learning plans aligned to students’ goals.” 

“We believe this program will help 
prepare our intermediate school students 
for the postsecondary planning process 
that awaits them in high school,” said Dr. 
Kim Rodriguez, director of college and 
career counseling.

The program is available to all 
students in grades 5-8. For fifth-grade 
students, the assessment focuses on a 
child’s learning style. The Learning Style 
Inventory assessment allows students to 
boost academic potential by recognizing 
their natural learning style, discover 
better learning strategies and gain career 
development skills. The assessment 
provides them with a report that can be 
used to increase understanding of their 
needs at school. 

Sixth-graders participate in two 
assessments – MI Advantage and the 
Career Key. MI Advantage uses the 
Multiple Intelligence theory to reveal 
students’ individual intelligence strengths 
and challenges, such as bodily-kinesthetic, 
musical or interpersonal intelligence. At the 
end of the assessment, a personally tailored 
report identifies each student’s unique 
learning style and provides guidance on 
how to maximize learning potential. The 
Career Key is a career interest assessment 
for students based on Holland Codes, 
which match a personality to careers and 
education programs.

At the seventh-grade level, students take 
the StrengthsExplorer assessment, which 
gauges 10 talent themes for individuals 
and identifies each student’s three strongest 
emerging talents. Upon completion, 
students are provided with explanations 
of their top three themes and learn how 
to capitalize on their success and discover 
what they need to do to continue building 
on their strengths.

For eighth-graders, the Career Cluster 
Finder helps them discover which career 
clusters may be a good match based on 
activities of interest, personal qualities and 
subjects they enjoy in school. 

Other items available to all fifth- 
through eighth-graders are Resume Builder 
and Roadtrip Nation. 

In addition to the Naviance programs, 
the intermediate school hosts an annual 
career fair in the spring. The fair welcomes 
community members and professionals 
to speak with the students about their 
careers. Throughout the years, students 
have interacted with medical professionals, 
attorneys, entrepreneurs, small business 
owners, architects, farmers and law 
enforcement officers. 

Preparing for Careers The intermediate school works to prepare our students for life beyond the classroom by providing them with opportunities to 
explore their passions and research their interests. By developing these attractions in the intermediate school, they will be better 
prepared them for the choices they will make in the high school.  



Tackling the Achievement Gap
For the last 17 months, the Board of 

Education and district administration 
have been strategizing ways to close 
the achievement gap in order to ensure 
success for all students. In particular, 
Julio Delgado, interim assistant 
superintendent for student achievement 
and accountability, has created professional 
learning communities throughout the 

district. More than just a staff meeting or a 
standard professional development period, 
a PLC fosters collaborative learning among 
colleagues to improve teaching skills and 
the academic performance of students. 

“Our first step in trying to close the 
achievement gap was the creation of 
professional learning communities,” said 
Mr. Delgado. “This is an indirect way to 
address the gap. What it does is address 
the alignment of the district, which is 
paramount to addressing curriculum and 
learning issues.”   

Mr. Delgado has created multiple 
teams often built around shared roles or 
responsibilities (by grade level, building 
level or content area). Additionally, 
cross-content and vertical PLCs have 
been created to foster 

collaboration and common language 
usage through different areas of study. A 
vertical PLC, for example, would include 
fourth- and fifth-grade teachers meeting 
to discuss and reflect on their instructional 
techniques, lesson designs, homework 
philosophies and assessment practices. 

Teachers aren’t the only Southampton 
stakeholders participating in professional 
learning communities. Administrators and 
members of the Board of Education also 
take part addressing leadership questions 
and strategies and analyzing student data.

“In such a short period of time, I 
have seen the culture of our district shift 
significantly to one of commonality,” said 
Mr. Delgado. “Everyone is a team member 
and working toward the singular goal of 
increasing student achievement. To be part 
of this type of research-oriented work that 
is causing actual shifts is amazing. By no 
stretch is the work even remotely over, but 
it has been a very good start.” 

Other areas in which the district is 
working to decrease the achievement gap 
is through targeted interventions with at-
risk students such as academic hearings. 
“We are creating targeted plans for our 
students based on their individual stories 
and we include them in the conversation. 
In a more traditional model, what people 
do is look at the data – test scores, grades, 
etc. We are looking at the social-emotional, 
socioeconomic and sociocultural factors 
that impact our students.” 

Family and Consumer Science
A yearlong course for eighth-grade 

students, the Family and Consumer 
Science class empowers them to become 
contributing family members, productive 
problem-solvers, responsible citizens, 
quality workers and lifelong learners. 
The curriculum concentrates 
on student-centered, hands-on 

experiential lessons, allowing them to 
work together to understand the practical 
application of the objective. As a result, 
they gain the essential skills and knowledge 
needed to achieve quality of life.

Taught by professional chef Christina 
Cassel, students learn about a myriad 
of topics that will serve them well 
into adulthood, including financial 
management, nutrition and wellness, 
how to properly dress and behave for an 
interview, and how to perform household 
chores such as laundry and sewing. Students 
also learn how to manage resources to 
meet material needs of their families, how 
to balance personal, home, family and 
work lives, and how to employ critical and 
creative thinking skills to address problems 
in diverse family, community and work 
environments.

“My hope is that my students will gain 
skills to prepare for real-life responsibilities 
at home, at school and in the workforce 
when they’ve concluded this course,” said 
Ms. Cassel. 

There is also a community component 
to the Family and Consumer Science 
classes. Working with the Southampton 
Fire Department in October, the students 
learned how to put out a grease fire and use 
a fire extinguisher, as well as the importance 
of having a safety plan within the home. In 
January, through a partnership with King 
Arthur Flour Company, the students will 
participate in the Bake for Good program, 
which will teach them how to bake bread 
from scratch using their math, science and 
reading skills. They will then practice their 
new skills by making dinner rolls, which 
will be donated to a local church in the 
community that offers meals to those in 
need.

The intermediate school works to prepare our students for life beyond the classroom by providing them with opportunities to 
explore their passions and research their interests. By developing these attractions in the intermediate school, they will be better 
prepared them for the choices they will make in the high school.  



Lori Bracey, an eighth-grade Living 
Environment (biology) teacher at the 
intermediate school, is this issue’s 
Staff Spotlight focus. 

Due to her exceptional teaching 
abilities, Ms. Bracey has been chosen 
to serve as a fellow in the National 
Science Foundation Robert 

Noyce Teacher 

Scholarship Program at Stony 
Brook University. As a 

fellow, Ms. Bracey 
will use her expertise 
to contribute and 
liaise with the SBU 
teacher education 

program and in-
service professional 

development activities. 
Ms. Bracey’s role as a fellow 

is to bring her classroom practices 
and experiences as a current educator 
to SBU’s new science teachers-to-be 
graduate program class, Methods 510. 
SBU’s extensive and comprehensive 
Science Teacher Preparation Program 
prepares and expects its new teachers 
to be well-equipped to teach the Next 
Generation Science Standards to 
students, as well as able to recognize 
and meet the challenges and benefits 

of diverse student populations 
such as the 

one Southampton possesses.
“My primary goals as a teacher are 

to instill in all students who come 
under my tutelage an appreciation, 
excitement and love for science 
exploration and investigation; 
promote awareness, sensitivity 
and respect for all cultures; and 
serve as a role model and source 
of encouragement to traditionally 
underrepresented groups in the fields 
of science, technology, engineering 
and math,” said Ms. Bracey.
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