
Southampton Announces Class of 2016 Wall of Distinction Inductees 
 
The Southampton School District is pleased to announce its Class of 2016 Wall of Distinction 
inductees. The goal of the Wall of Distinction is to serve as a means of recognizing, preserving 
and honoring individuals and teams who have made significant contributions to the academic 
and athletic programs at our high school, as well as our distinguished alumni who have excelled 
through their community involvement or in the business world. This year, a special category was 
added to include Southampton graduates who lost their life in service to our country. The district 
extends it congratulations to the following inductees: William “Bill” Antilety, Dan Burns, Dorie 
Klissas, Private Robert Price, Joseph Romanosky Jr. and Roy L. Wines Jr. The inductees will be 
honored at a special ceremony held in the fall of 2016. 
  
Class of 2016 Inductees 
William “Bill” Antilety - Distinguished Alumnus, Class of 1953 
Bill was a three-star athlete at SHS, starring as a four-year varsity football player, track star and 
basketball player. He was named to Newsday’s All-Long Island Football Team in 1951 and 1952, 
an honor he shared with Jim Brown from Manhasset. Those who have watched Southampton 
football for many generations say he was one of Southampton’s finest players ever. Bill also held 
two Suffolk County records in track in the discus and 4x100 team relay for many years. He went 
on to run track in the U.S. Marine Corps. After high school, Bill joined the Marine Corps and 
spent his years rebuilding post-war Japan by doing heavy equipment operation. Bill also traveled 
around Southeast Asia, competing in track and field events for the armed forces.  
 
Following his return from the service, Bill joined his father, Jacob, to work in the family 
landscape business. He built the business to where, in the mid ’80s, he oversaw 25 employees 
and worked on some of the most prestigious properties in Southampton. Jacob Antilety 
Landscaping, Inc. recently celebrated 77 years of doing business in Southampton. In 1971, Bill 
was recognized for his talent in his field by winning a National Landscape Design Merit Award 
for land sculpting and grading at a local property. Over the years, Bill lent his hard work and 
expertise to many projects in the village, Southampton Golf Club, the Polish Hall, Sacred Heart, 
and OLP churches and local parks. 
 
In addition to helping his community professionally, Bill also served with the Southampton Fire 
Department for more than 35 years. He has been a founding member of the Southampton Golf 
Club for more than 40 years, serving on their board of directors and holding the position of 
greens chairman. 
  
Dan Burns - Distinguished Administrator  
Dan Burns was the principal of Southampton Elementary School for 23 years until his retirement 
in 1989, during which time he challenged students and teachers to be the best they could be. In 
addition to supporting his teachers and being loved by them, Dan was a true community leader 
and had the trust of the parents that their children were in good hands under his leadership. He 
was instrumental in the development of the prekindergarten program when it was first started on 
Majors Path. A sports lover, he believed athletics play a crucial role in the formation of a young 
person’s character and could always be found at a high school game, no matter what team or 



season. Dan was also a referee for basketball and football and never hesitated to referee practices 
or scrimmages. He was an outspoken advocate for the entire Southampton school community. 
 
Dorie Klissas - Distinguished Alumna, Class of 1981  
Dorie Klissas graduated third in her class and was an accomplished tennis player during her 
years at Southampton. She attended Harvard University, where she was recruited to play tennis 
before an injury ended her playing career during her freshman year. Following her injury, Dorie 
channeled her energy into a future career of television journalism. She interned with the U.S. 
Open in 1984 and landed a job as a production secretary at the 1985 Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships. She worked as a researcher for NBC during the 1986 summit between President 
Reagan and Russian President Gorbachev, then landed a job with NBC at the 1986 Wimbledon 
Tennis Championships. These experiences helped her land her first job back in New York as Bob 
Costas’ assistant at the International Management Group, and then worked as a desk assistant at 
NBC Nightly News before moving to the Financial News Network to work as a producer for the 
nationally syndicated show “This Morning’s Business.” In 1990, she landed her dream job as a 
producer for the CBS Olympic Unit during the 1992 Winter Games in Albertville, France, and 
1994 Winter Games in Lillehammer, Norway. She worked at NBC at the 1992 Olympics in 
Barcelona, which earned her a Sports Emmy Award. From 1994-2006, she was a producer for 
NBC’s “Today Show.” She produced Katie Couric’s memorable interviews with the late 
Christopher Reeves and received two Gracie Allen Awards for her health coverage from the 
Foundation of American Women in Radio and Television. She earned a News Emmy nomination 
for her story on World Trade Center burn victim Lauren Manning. She continued her Olympic 
work, covering the 1996 Summer Games in Atlanta, 2002 Winter Games in Salt Lake City and 
2004 Summer Games in Athens, Greece. From 2006-2008, she was the chief medical producer 
for “CBS Evening News with Katie Couric,” writing and producing stories for Ms. Couric. 
Currently, Dorie is dean of the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai Medical Center, where 
she will direct a new center of science and communications. 
 
Robert C. Price - Fallen Hero, Class of 1944 
Private Price lost his life in on March 3, 1945 in Germany during WWII. Private Price was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal “for gallantry in action against the enemy in Germany.” In order 
to bring artillery fire upon the enemy, Private Price volunteered to secure the only available map 
from members of a squad pinned down in a factory building in the outskirts of the town of 
Blumenthal, Germany. Although his route was subjected to heavy enemy mortar and machine 
gun and small arms fire, he bravely crossed the open terrain, waded a stream and successfully 
reached his destination. With the important map in his possession, Private Price, while 
courageously making the return trip through some intense hostile fire, stepped on an enemy 
mine. Although on the threshold of death, he continued to display unusual valor, crawling 
approximately 50 yards in order to give the map to a comrade. Through his supreme sacrifice, 
U.S. artillery was brought to bear upon the enemy, enabling his platoon to completely annihilate 
the Germans and continue its mission. 
 
Joseph Romanoksy Jr. - Distinguished Alumnus/Educator, Class of 1967  
As a student, Joe was a three-sport athlete who received the Lily White Trophy for Outstanding 
Sportsmanship, Academics and Leadership. Joe excelled in football, basketball and baseball and 
was offered a scholarship to play football at North Texas University, but opted to attend East 



Stroudsburg, where he earned his degree in elementary education. He had a distinguished career 
as an educator for 32 years in the Southampton school district, serving as a positive role model 
for thousands of children as a teacher, coach and mentor. He taught the fourth grade, 
spearheading many extracurricular educational programs such as the Earth Shuttle to NASA 
Space Program, veterans recognition school programs, fire education programs and many others. 
He coached basketball, football and track, earning numerous league titles and the Suffolk County 
and Long Island boys basketball championships. As a community member, Joe was elected to the 
Village Board as a trustee in 1998 and served as fire commissioner. He was elected as the 22nd 
mayor in 1999 and served until retirement in 2005. His accomplishments include building the 
new Southampton Village Police Station and Justice Center. He created a new Village justice 
court system, worked with the LIRR and state of New York to remove an old railroad bridge and 
build a new bridge to the entrance of the Village, worked with LIPA to renovate the power 
station, initiated bike lanes, and installed traffic signaling devices and school safety signals at 
Leland Lane, Narrow Lane and Pine Street for all three schools. He has been recognized for 
outstanding community service by the African American Church Coalition of Southampton, 
received a certificate of Congressional Recognition of Outstanding and Invaluable Service to the 
community by Congressman Tim Bishop, and received a NYS Assembly Citation by 
Assemblyman Fred Thiele for his commitment to improving his community for the benefit of his 
fellow citizens as well as future Long Island residents. He has served as a member of the 
Southampton Volunteer Fire Department for more than 20 years.  
 
Roy L. Wines Jr. - Distinguished Alumnus, Class of 1941  
Roy was an active member of the Class of 1941, serving as class president for all four years. He 
was also a member of the football and tennis teams, as well as the band, orchestra and glee club. 
He enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps the day after his 18th birthday. Following intensive pilot 
training, he was assigned as a flight instructor, becoming the youngest pilot/instructor during 
WWII in the both the Army and Naval air corps in January 1944. He was discharged in October 
1945 as a first lieutenant. After the war, he took over his father’s plumbing and heating business. 
In 1953, he became an active member of the local fire department. His service in local 
government began in 1964, when he was appointed to the Southampton Village Board of 
Appeals, serving for six years. In 1967, he became a member of the Southampton Town Planning 
Board, serving until 1992, with 19 of those 25 years as chairman. In 1970, he was elected as a 
Southampton Village trustee, serving as police commissioner and deputy mayor. He was elected 
mayor of Southampton in 1979 and held the position for six years. Roy co-founded the Peconic 
Land Trust and was a founder of the Southampton Colonial Militia. He was a member of the 
Combined Veterans organization, president of the Firemen’s Benevolent Association, and a 
member of the Southampton Rotary Club, serving as local club director, secretary, treasurer, 
president and district governor. He served on the boards for the Rogers Memorial Library and 
Southampton Hospital, was treasurer of the Historical Society, local disaster chairman of the 
American Red Cross and chairman of Boy Scout Troop 58. Roy was also very involved with his 
church and took many leadership roles with church projects. In May 1987, Roy was recognized 
as the Southampton Citizen of the Year for his decades of service to his town, village and 
community. His long and distinguished career, active involvement in virtually every worthwhile 
cause and organization, determination always to place the community’s well-being above self-
interest and readiness to pitch in to help those in need have earned him the affectionate, singular 
term of “Mr. Southampton.” In 1995, Roy earned the Southampton Fire Department Medal of 



Valor, 21 years after saving a couple from perishing in a fire that engulfed their home. The one 
tribute he would have been most proud of was in 2000, when the congregation of his church 
named the a new building “The Roy L. Wines Jr. Christian Education Building” in his honor.   
  
  
 
  
	
	


