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The goal of the Wall of Distinction is to serve as a means of recognizing, preserving and 
honoring individuals and teams who made significant contributions to the academic and athletic 
programs at our high school, as well as our distinguished alumni who have excelled through their 
community involvement or in the business world. This year, a special category was added to 
include Southampton graduates who lost their life in service to our country. 
  
Class of 2015 Inductees 
 
Sgt. James Burnett Jr. was posthumously awarded the Silver Star, U.S. Army, for gallantry in 
action involving close combat with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam. Sgt. 
Burnett distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions on Jan. 27, 1969 while serving 
as squad leader with Company C, 2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry Division, on 
an ambush patrol in the Dinh Tuong Province. When his patrol came under intense hostile fire as 
they moved toward their night location, Sgt. Burnett courageously led his squad in an assault on 
the enemy emplacements. He was mortally wounded during his valiant action but saved the lives 
of many other men in the patrol by giving them time to reach cover and return effective fire 
against the enemy.  
 
Sgt. Burnett’s extraordinary heroism in close combat with an armed hostile force was in keeping 
with the highest traditions of military service and reflects great credit upon himself, the 9th 
Infantry Division and the U.S. Army. In addition to the Silver Star, he was awarded the 
following badges and medals: U.S. Army Vietnam, 9th Infantry Division, Combat Infantry, 39th 
Infantry, Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Air Medal, National Defense, Vietnam Service and Vietnam 
Campaign. 
 
Vincent Danz, Class of 1981, was a New York City police officer assigned to the Elite 
Emergency Service Unit based in the Bronx. On Sept. 11, 2001, he entered the Twin Towers 
after the first and before the second of the hijacked planes struck. He was believed to be on the 
fourth floor of the North Tower. He left a message on his home answering machine for his wife 
and daughters that he was at the World Trade Center. His last words were, “Pray for me and pray 
for these people. I love you. I’ll talk to you soon.” His remains were recovered in December 
2001. Vincent is survived by his wife, Angelia, and his three daughters, Winifred, Emily and 
Abigail. 
 
Coach Herb Goldsmith began his career in the Southampton School District in 1955, where he 
served as head coach of the football team for 24 years. He is the winningest coach in 
Southampton history, compiling a record of 130-50-8 and winning 70 percent of his games along 
with 13 championships, which included four undefeated seasons. He also ranks in the top 10 
wins of all time in Suffolk County. Coach Goldsmith’s extraordinary trail of accomplishments 
include the creation of new sports programs such as lacrosse, tennis and golf, as well as coaching 
wrestling and baseball and winning two division championships in three years. You could also 
find him in the gym running the famous Friday night square dance events.  
 



Coach Goldsmith was a man of great character whose focus was not on himself, but rather on his 
players and on underserved students. He not only helped them obtain scholarships to further their 
education, but ultimately turned great athletes into outstanding young men. Coach Goldsmith 
was elected to the National Football Foundation’s Long Island High School Hall of Fame in 
2010. In 1964-65, Southampton was the recipient of the Grid Iron Champs of America, a national 
award presented to only those schools whose athletes’ outstanding sportsmanship, leadership and 
athletic ability have made their school, team and coaches champions. 
 
Peter Arthur Grubb graduated in 1960 from Southampton High School. Following his 
graduation, he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and served during the Vietnam War. He rose to the 
rank of captain, serving with the 7th Air Force, 460th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing, 16th Tactical 
Reconnaissance Squadron. Captain Grubb experienced a serious casualty and/or loss of life 
and/or was declared dead on Sept. 17, 1967. This occurred in or around North Vietnam, (in the?) 
offshore province and military region of Un. The circumstances of his casualty were described as 
follows: “Died while missing in action...air crash on land…body not recovered.” Captain Grubb 
was 24 when his F-4 Phantom II jet disappeared from radar over rugged mountains near the 
North Vietnamese border. That overcast night, he became one of the East End’s three known 
casualties of the Vietnam War. His parents lit candles in their windows for years, waiting for 
news, but his remains were never found. Captain Grubb received the National Defense Service 
and Vietnam Campaign medals for his service. 
 
Richie King graduated from Southampton High School in 1970. He has served as the youth 
minister for the First Presbyterian Church for more than 20 years. Richie has given endless hours 
to the youth in the community. He has taken hundreds of children, young adults and adults on 
mission trips to Mexico, South Carolina, New Orleans, the Dominican Republic and Cuba and 
led groups on midnight runs to New York City, where they provided food and clothing to people 
living on the streets. Presently, he owns North Sea Farms, is the pastor at Cutchogue Presbyterian 
Church, and is an active member of the North Sea Fire Department, where he has served for 
more than 20 years. He is also a member of the Masonic Lodge 7009 and a former trustee of the 
Southampton School Board of Education.  
 
Richie’s life has been dedicated to helping those in the Southampton community and beyond. He 
continues to give and serve the Southampton community by donating food to Human Resources 
of the Hamptons, visiting the sick and elderly in their homes and in hospitals, running Bible 
studies and prayer groups, and employing local teenagers to work on his farm over the summer. 	  
 
Liz Maguire, Class of 1980, was a varsity letter winner in field hockey in grades 10-12, earning 
All-League and All-Conference honors as a junior and senior and All-County and MVP awards 
as a senior. She was also co-captain of the team. She was a varsity letter winner in basketball in 
grades 10-12, earning All-League, All-Conference, All-County and Team MVP designations and 
co-captaining the team her senior year. The basketball team was undefeated as League Champs 
from 1977-1980, winning the county title and regional championship in 1978-79. Liz was a 
Newsday All-Star Team Tournament Participant Suffolk County in 1980. She was a varsity letter 
winner in softball in grades 10 and 11, earning All-League and All-Conference honors during her 
junior year. She was a member of the Empire State Games field hockey team during its inaugural 
year in 1978, as well as in 1979, when the team was a Gold Medal Winner.  



 
In 1980, Liz became the first Southampton High School female athlete to earn a Division I 
scholarship to Rutgers University. As a collegiate athlete, she was a four-year letter winner in 
field hockey, a two-time co-captain, an MVP and a leading scorer. She also holds the school 
record at Rutgers for most assists in a game. She finished as one of the top ten Rutgers 
University scoring leaders, led the team to an NCAA Tournament final eight finish in 1984 while 
serving as team captain, and was the season high scorer, which was a school record. She was a 
member of the Olympic Developmental Camp for four years and was named to the USA Mid-
East Regional All-Star team in 1982 and 1984. She participated in the National Sports Festival in 
1982 and was a member of the USA National Squad in 1984. Also in 1984, for her field hockey 
skills she was recognized on the College Coaches Association’s All-Regional Team and All-
American Honorable Mention Mid Field. That same year, she received the Headley-Singer 
Award, which is given to Rutgers University's Most Outstanding Senior Athlete. In 1989, she 
became one of only two field hockey players in Rutgers University history to have their jersey 
number (No. 4) retired, and she was inducted into the Rutgers University Hall of Fame in 1994. 
  
Richard Wingfield is a graduate from the Southampton High School Class of 1965. During his 
time as a Mariner, Richard was an accomplished multi-sport athlete excelling in football, 
basketball, baseball and track. Following his graduation from Southampton, he served in the U.S. 
Army as a Vietnam combat veteran. Upon completion of his service to our country, he returned 
home and enrolled in Southampton College, where he played basketball and was part of the 1973 
NCAA regional championship team. He started his career as a teacher at the Hampton Day 
School and went on to found and direct the South Fork Council for Children from 1977 to the 
mid-1980s. Recognizing the importance of giving back to the community, he has served as co-
director of the East End Unity Program, as a board member for the Southampton Youth 
Association, and was a co-founder of the Hayground School. He currently serves as a board 
member for Rogers Memorial Library.   
 
Since 1989, Richard has served as a community liaison for Southampton Public Schools. He also 
works as the head coach for the varsity boys and girls tennis teams and the girls varsity 
basketball teams, with his teams winning numerous league, county and Long Island 
championships. He is the coordinator of the STAR summer program and co-advisor of PAL (Peer 
Assisted Leadership) and the Natural Helpers program. In recognition of his service to the 
community, Richard has received numerous accolades, including the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Meritorious Award, Doctor of Humane Letters, Honoris Causa, Southampton LIU 1999, and the 
Unitarian Universalist Award for Community Service. Richard’s passion for working with young 
people has had a lasting impact, and everyone who knows him will tell you about the difference 
he has made in the lives of the children and families in the Southampton community. 
 
Bruce Zabriski, Class of 1976, was a key member of the Southampton High School varsity golf 
teams, which won league titles in 1972, 1973 and 1975, county championships in 1973 and 1975, 
and finished third at the New York State Championships in 1975, the highest finish for an SHS 
golf team at the state tournament. Bruce played on the European Tour from 1985-87 and joined 
the PGA Tour in 1988 after earning his Tour card through qualifying school. He played in five 
Hogan Tour events in 1991, during which he recorded three top 10 finishes, including a win at 
the Ben Hogan Panama City Beach Classic. Bruce’s playing achievements are second to few. He 



has won 22 events in the New York metropolitan area, including the 1984 New York State Open; 
1985 Bacardi Classic and Long Island Open; 1986 Bacardi Classic; 1989 Nissan Classic, Dodge 
Open and Long Island Open; 1990 Dodge Open and Long Island PGA Championship; 1991 
Long Island Open and Long Island PGA Championship; 1993 Dodge Open, Long Island Open, 
Long Island PGA Championship and Met Open Championship; 1995 Westchester Open and 
Westchester PGA Championship; 1996 Met Open Championship and Metropolitan PGA 
Championship; 1997 Westchester Open and Westchester PGA Championship; 1998 Westchester 
Open; 2007 MGA Senior Open Championship; and 2012 Met PGA Senior Championship.  
 
On the national stage, Bruce won the PGA Professional National Championship in 1997 and the 
PGA Assistant Professional Championship in 1995. He was named the National PGA Player of 
the Year a record five times (1991, 1994, 1996, 1997, 1998) and earned the Metropolitan PGA 
Player of the Year title five times (1989, 1991, 1993, 1996, 1997). He was a contestant in 11 
major championships: 1986, 1991 and 1998 U.S. Opens; 1986 British Open; and 1994, 1995, 
1997, 1998, 1999, 2001 and 2002 PGA Championships. Bruce also played in the Senior PGA 
Championship and the U.S. Senior Open in 2008. 
 
1947 Southampton Mariner Football Team - The team was coached by the legendary Richard 
“Dick” Smith and his assistant, Chester Napiorski, and went undefeated in 1947, going 7-0 and 
winning the Suffolk County Championship and the first Rutgers Cup ever awarded in Suffolk 
County. The Rutgers Cup is presented to the best football team in the county. The 1947 team 
made history by being awarded the first Rutgers Cup and being Southampton’s only football 
team to ever win the prestigious award. Team members included Robert Bennerman, John 
Borucke, Tom Bourke, Lloyd Dull, Bill Frankenbach, Boo Frankenbach, Ray Gardner, Ted 
Graygor, Bob Hagen, Robert Kellis, Bobby LaFontaine, Don Majeski, Junius Martin, Dick 
McGowan, Dave Noonan, Teddy Roscoe, Don Rose, Ted Sadowski, Ed Silwinski, Kenny Smith, 
Lorilard Smith, Ralph Van Nostrand, Ray Van Nostrand and Bob Williumsen. 


