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The Finch robot, a small 
USB-powered robot, allows 
SES students to work on 
their programming skills.

Through classroom push-in 
programs, the counselors 
at SES act as mediators in 

resolving conflicts.

The SES Library features a 
cart of gently used books, 

which is made available for 
students to take and build 
their personal libraries at 

home.

Programming CodeTechnology:
Elementary School students are expanding 

their knowledge of technology this year, 
thanks to programming opportunities 
initiated by technology education teacher 
Julia Best last school year. 

“We are trying to emphasize programming 
and robotics as part of the district’s overall 
goal of increasing STEM opportunities,” said 
Ms. Best. 

In November and December, the 
kindergarten through fourth-grade students 
participated in Code.org’s Hour of Code 
program, where they learned the basic concepts 
of computer science, such as conditionals and 
algorithms, with drag-and-drop programming 
using a game-like, self-directed tutorial video. 

“The Hour of Code has so many math and 
science tie-ins, along with reading; it really 
supports the curriculum at the elementary 
school,” said Ms. Best. “The kids love it. It 
is very accessible to them and caters to their 
interests. Every kid is engaged.”

New this year at SES is pair programming. 

During pair programming, which is 
geared toward the students in first through 
fourth grades, students work in tandem at 
one computer while completing regular 
programming assignments. The “driver” 
controls the mouse and keyboard, while 
the “navigator” makes suggestions and asks 
questions. The partners routinely switch 
roles to gain the benefits of each role. “It’s a 
cooperative learning environment for the kids 
and they love it,” Ms. Best said. 

The Hour of Code and pair programming are 
being used to expose the students to computer 
programming in preparation for their work 
with the eight Finch robots in the technology 
lab. The Finch robot is a small USB-powered 
robot with light, obstacle, temperature and 
acceleration sensors and is designed for use in 
introductory computer science education. With 
the robots, the students are coding with Snap, 
an open-source drag-and-drop programming 
environment that can be easily accessed for more 
in-depth exploration.

We hope you enjoyed this edition of the Anchor, which focused on 
just a few of the programs featured at the Elementary School. We will 
highlight programs at Southampton High School in our spring Anchor.

editor’s 
note:

Staff members in the Southampton 
School District dedicate countless 
hours to ensuring students receive a 
well-rounded education within a caring 
and secure environment. Many of 
those teachers use that same dedication 
to better their community through 
volunteerism. At the Elementary 
School, physical education teacher Lisa 

Serrell and kindergarten teacher 
Terry Stubelek are just two 

individuals working to 
make our world a better 
place to live in. 

Ms. Serrell serves 
as president of the 
nonprofit Stan Wong 

Foundation, which is 
dedicated to raising research 

and program funds for cancer 
and increasing awareness about 

available services, treatments and 
prevention. According to its website, 
the foundation’s goal is to increase 
awareness about cancer prevention and 
early detection, assist Long Islanders 
who have cancer with support services 
and financial aid, and provide funding 
for the research that turns cancer from a 
terminal illness into a curable one. Every 
year, the foundation hosts a 5K to help 

fund its mission. To learn more, visit 
www.stanwongfoundation.org.

Ms. Stubelek, who serves in several 
capacities within the Southampton 
community, is also very active in 
helping Grace Presbyterian Church 
with “Second Saturdays.” This program 
is a free babysitting service provided by 
Grace Church to families with children 
from 0-12 years old on the second 
Saturday of every month from October 
through April. From 5:30-9:15 p.m., the 
children, who are grouped by age, can 
rotate among various crafts and games 
and enjoy a snack and movie. 

“I look forward to Second Saturdays 
because it has connected me with 
parents and children whom I would not 
have gotten to know otherwise,” said 
Ms. Stubelek. “The relationships that I 
have built through my participation are 
heartwarming.”
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Community Outreach

The department is responsible 

for supporting community outreach 

programs. “If the basic needs of our 

children are not met, the learning cannot 

happen,” said counselor Gwen Arnzen. 

Through the department, students can 

participate in the Pack It Up for Kids 

Program. In partnership with Long 

Island Cares and the Harry Chapin 

Food Bank, students are provided a bag 

of nonperishable food twice a month. 

This anonymous and free service is one 

of many programs offered in the school. 

Working with school clubs such as 

the student council, along with local 

churches and Human Resources of the 

Hamptons, the school hosts various 

food, coat and toy drives. The items 

collected are distributed to families 

within the school community. New this 

year, the school will participate in the 

Book Fairies program, a nonprofit group 

that distributes books to school districts 

and shelters on Long Island.

Parenting Programs

The elementary years are a time when 

students begin to develop their academic 

self-concept and feelings of competence 

and confidence. They begin to develop 

decision-making, communication 

and life skills, as well as character 

values. To that end, SES hosts several 

parent workshops throughout the year  

to offer support to the parents, and 

provides child care during these 

important discussions. Using the results 

from a 2012 parent needs assessment 

survey, workshops have focused on 

literacy, discipline and healthy bodies. 

Many of the workshops have been 

held in conjunction with the Cornell 

Cooperative Extension and other local 

community organizations. 

KEYS Program

This winter, a trial study will be run 

for all elementary parents and district 

faculty through the Keeping Every Youth 

Safe Program. KEYS is a prevention 

training that uses evidence-informed 

techniques to help adults protect 

children from emotional and physical 

injury. It is a flexible modular training 

that includes abuse prevention, effective 

parenting strategies and CPR and first 

aid. Lecture, discussion and role-plays 

engage participants and challenge them 

to overcome the barriers to discussing 

difficult topics.

Participants are taught research-

based, concrete steps to reduce incidents 

of abuse and injury. Attendees also 

are empowered to open lines of 

communication to deliver accurate, 

age-appropriate information to children 

about difficult topics.

The counseling department at SES ensures every 
child in the school has what he or she needs to be 
successful. The department helps students learn about 
problem-solving, character education, helping others, 
study skills, understanding feelings, career exploration 
and making friends. The goal of the department is to 
help children become healthy, competent and confident 
learners. It also teaches students to be good citizens 
by hosting a variety of community service projects, 
including food drives. In addition, through classroom 
push-in programs, the counselors act as mediators in 
resolving conflicts and assist struggling students through 
the creation of action plans. 

Due to the success of the program last 
year, Ms. Best and four of her students were 
invited to participate in the annual Long 
Island Technology and Education Summit. 
The students presented their work with 
the Finch robots and Snap programming 
in a poster session during the conference. 
The district’s intermediate and elementary 
students were the only student presenters at 
the summit – proud programmers in training!

 “Technology education at the Elementary 
School hinges upon my philosophy about 
technology education and builds upon my 
studies of topics such as computational 
thinking, problem-solving, creativity and 
innovation, gender equity, and, in general, 
the belief that students of all ages can benefit 
by studying technology education – or in 
other words, the process of using different 
types of tools to solve real-life problems,” 
said Ms. Best.

A second Night of Programming and 
Robotics is being planned for the entire 
community. As details become finalized, 
visit the district’s website for a date and time. 

In addition to the SES’s Hour of Code, 
a special after-school opportunity was 
available for students in grades six through 
12 thanks to a partnership with local coding 
expert Noah Carter of Smarthampton. Mr. 
Carter hosted one-hour sessions in the SIS 
computer lab, where he assisted students 
in navigating through the tutorials. Fifth-
graders at SIS also had the opportunity to 
participate in the Hour of Code during their 
classes with teacher Mei-Lynn Guerrero.

Summer Reading Program 
Every year, SES hosts a summer 

reading program to encourage 
students to continue reading during 
their summer vacation. All students 
are supplied with a calendar to keep 
track of their minutes read over 
the summer months. This year, for 
students entering the fourth grade, the 
school participated in the Scholastic 
Summer Reading Challenge. The free 
reading program challenged students 
to read 20 minutes every day and 
log their minutes on the Scholastic 
website or app. 

Another new implementation 
allowed incoming fourth-graders to 
check out books from the school’s 
library over the summer. The Summer 
Reading Chapter Book Checkout 
Program allowed students to check 
out up to four chapter books for the 
summer. The library was also open 
one day in August for book returns 
and so the students could check out 
additional chapter books. 

“This is something I want to 
continue every year,” said Library 
Media Specialist Lisa Bowen. “Why 
should the books stay in the library all 
summer when they could be read by 
someone who will enjoy them?” 

Tech-Friendly Resources
Another way the library promotes 

reading through technology is 
through its collection of more than 
200 e-books. 

“I try to acquire a good collection 
of e-books to appeal to students and 
teachers alike,” said Ms. Bowen. 

Students also have access to many 
online resources, including Pebble 
Go and BookFlix. Pebble Go features 
leveled text and navigation designed 
for beginner researchers, while 
BookFlix is an online literacy resource 
that pairs classic video storybooks 
with related nonfiction e-books.

Little Free Library 
Created last year, the Little Free 

Library is a cart of gently used books 
that is made available for students 
to take and build their personal 
libraries. “This is a great way to get 
books into the hands of students who 
may not be able to afford to purchase 
their own,” said Ms. Bowen. “Our 
goal is to create a larger and more 
permanent space.”

continued from page 1

Programming 
CodeTechnology: CounSeling

in the 
Learning Library 

Library class has come a long way from the days of learning the 
Dewey Decimal System. Through a variety of programs, students 

at SES are being encouraged to get excited about reading.
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